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“…all the works of men which have been most admired 
since the beginning of history have been made by the 
workmanship of risk, the last three of four generations 
only excepted. The techniques to which the 
workmanship of certainty can be economically applied 
are not nearly so diverse as those used by the 
workmanship of risk. It is certain that when the 
workmanship of certainty remakes our whole 
environment, as it is bound now to do, it will also 
change the visible quality of it.”  

— Pye, D. 1968, The Nature and Art of Workmanship, 

Bloomsbury Academic, London UK 

 

In an age of reliance on the pre-made and the 
computer-made, there has been a rise in 
popularity for artisan crafts. Craftsman across 
Britain are learning ancient skills and trades, 
and putting them into practice, working on the 
knife-edge that is between the security of 
certainty, and the ruin of weeks of work; “the 
workmanship of risk” (Pye, D. 1968). For 
them, their pride in the making is often the 
reward, and the financial gain is a bonus. 

The British Heritage Project is an ongoing 
series of photographic narratives and short 
films all produced, supported by both 
traditional British folk music collected and 
sourced from The Full English archives at 
Cecil Sharpe House, or original compositions 
recorded using traditional instruments. Each 
‘chapter’ of this ongoing project examines the 
workings of individuals, notable within their 
communities for the work they do. 

 



 

 

                 

 

 

 

Other Recent Works 

 

A Thousand Finish Lines (2012) 

The sport of Pigeon Racing continues to grow with 
races travelling internationally and distances recorded 
as up to eighteen hundred kilometres in a single 
race.  However most races are between ten and a 
hundred kilometres from an agreed starting point, back 
to their home roost (known as a loft).  The races are 
timed based on the distance travelled by a bird, divided 
by its time from release to arrival.   

This series examines the world of Pigeon Racing, 
documenting the care, equipment and the events 
within the sport of Pigeon Racing. 

 

Land of Liberty (2014) 

In 2014 on average three pubs in Britain are closing 
down every week, one pub that is not only surviving 
but also growing during this time is the Land of Liberty, 
Peace and Plenty, the site of an ale-house for almost 
two hundred years situated on the edge of 
Chorleywood, Hertfordshire, and an important centre 
to the local community. 

Regular local and county winner of the Campaign for 
Real Ale Pub of the Year award, the pub is a popular 
meeting point for friends, colleagues as well as a 
source of information and support on many issues 
including finance, car maintenance, and recipes. 

Living in the Third Age (2009) 

A study of a remarkable woman living a life that is not 
unusual. Elderly independence is often overshadowed 
in the media, and therefore our conceptions of society 
are fuelled by tales of the elderly unable to cope on 
their own, having to rely on services such as “meals on 
wheels” and home help if they wish to stay in their own 
home. These images of Cynthia prove that this is often 
not the case. 

This photographic documentary is not intended to be a 
political standpoint on the issue of the way the elderly 
are considered in British society. It is simply a study of 
Cynthia’s life, and to show that there is hope for 
independence when you’re living in your Third Age. 

My Starting Point for Every Breath (2015) 

In collaboration with Paul Sebastian Smith 

In 1215 the foundation of modern British and American 
law was formulated as part of the Great Charter in 
Runnymede, Surrey. The Great Charter or, as it is 
known today, the Magna Carta.   

My Starting Point for Every Breath, taken from the eco-
villages doctrine, documents the life of the population 
and landscape. With the Magna Carta celebrations 
approaching, the future of the village was called into 
question. The presence of politicians arriving in June 
raised community awareness and uncertainty within 
the eco-village, about their future on the site. 

 


